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E.O. 11652: 


TAGS: EAIR, UK 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR - US-UK AIRLINE CAPACITY DISPUTE 

1 . PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE ASAP TUESDAY MORNING 
FROM JOEL BIT T ER (EB/TT) TO GEORGE ROGERS (DOT): "I 
PROMISED TO GET FURTHER WORD TO YOU BY TUESDAY MORNING 
ON THE CAPACITY QUESTION. THE MATTER HAS BEEN CAREFULLY 
REVIEWED AT A HIGH LEVEL, AND WE CONTINUE TO BELIEVE THAT 
THE SITUATION THIS COMING SUMMER WILL NOT REQUIRE A 
GOVERNMENT-TO-GOVERNMENT CAPACITY AGREEMENT. IN CASE 
THIS ESTIMATE PROVES ERRONEOUS, WE STAND READY TO MONITOR 
THE SITUATION CLOSELY, EXCHANGE APPROPRIATE DATA, AND 
CONSULT PROMPTLY SHOULD THERE BE A NEED TO DO SO. WE 
BELIEVE THAT A CONTINUING ASSESSMENT OF THIS KIND OFFERS 
AN ADEQUATE SAFEGUARD AGAINST AN EXCESS CAPACITY CRISIS, 
AND WE HOPE THAT YOU WILL ACCEPT IT AS AN ALTERNATIVE TO 
UNILATERAL ACTION. KISSINGER 
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